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1 Overview

The Codex Usage plugin shows how much of your OpenAI Codex allowance you have used. It
reads the sign-in that the Codex command-line tool (Codex CLI) stores on your computer. It
then asks OpenAI for your current rate-limit windows and draws the result on your Busy Tag
screen. Your Busy Tag shows at a glance:

� your ChatGPT plan (for example Plus or Pro),

� how much of the current session window you have used (typically 5 hours),

� how much of the weekly window you have used (7 days),

� how long until each window resets.

The display refreshes automatically, every 5 minutes by default. You can also turn on the
Busy Tag LED in green while the plugin is active.

Codex Plus

Session (5h) 45%

resets in 3h

Week (7d) 72%

resets in 4d

Example of the Busy Tag screen while the

plugin is active. More examples are in

Section 7.2.

2 Requirements

� The Busy Tag desktop app onWindows ormacOS. The plugin reads a �le on your
computer, so it is not o�ered in the Android or iOS apps.

� A Busy Tag device added to the app.

� The OpenAI Codex CLI installed on the same computer as the Busy Tag app.

� A ChatGPT account with Codex access (Plus, Pro, Team, Business, Enterprise or
Edu). You must sign in to Codex with Sign in with ChatGPT.

� An internet connection.

API keys are not supported. If you set up Codex with an OpenAI API key instead of
your ChatGPT account, there are no session or weekly limits to show. The plugin will ask
you to sign in with ChatGPT.
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3 Setting Up Codex on Your Computer

Skip this section if you already use Codex on this computer with your ChatGPT account.

3.1 Install the Codex CLI

Install the Codex CLI by following OpenAI's instructions at https://developers.openai.com/
codex/cli. If you have Node.js installed, you can usually install it from a terminal (Windows
Terminal or PowerShell on Windows, Terminal on macOS) with this command:

npm install -g @openai/codex

3.2 Sign in with ChatGPT

1. Open a terminal and run:

codex

2. When Codex asks how to sign in, choose Sign in with ChatGPT.

3. A browser window opens. Sign in to your ChatGPT account and approve the request.

4. Return to the terminal. Codex is now signed in. You can close it or keep working.

Codex saves your sign-in in a �le in your home folder. This is the �le the plugin reads:

System Sign-in �le

Windows C:\Users\<you>\.codex\auth.json

macOS /Users/<you>/.codex/auth.json

Sign in to Codex with the same user account you use to run the Busy Tag app. The plugin
only looks in the home folder of the user who is running Busy Tag.

4 Adding the Plugin in Busy Tag

1. Open the Busy Tag app and select your device.

2. Go to Integrations in the navigation menu.

3. Open the Add Integrations tab.

4. Find Codex Usage. You can type �Codex� in the search box. Click Add.

5. In the Add Plugin window, keep the suggested name or enter your own (for example
�Codex � work account�). Con�rm.

6. The plugin now appears in theMy Integrations tab, and its con�guration page opens
automatically.

5 Con�guring the Plugin

The con�guration page opens automatically after you add the plugin. To open it again later,
click the More Options button (. . . ) next to the plugin in My Integrations and choose
Con�gure.
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5.1 Folder access (Mac App Store version only)

If you installed Busy Tag from the Mac App Store, macOS only lets Busy Tag read your Codex
folder after you allow it once. In that case an orange box appears at the top of the page:

1. Click Grant access to ~/.codex.

2. A folder window opens inside the .codex folder. Click Open.

3. The orange box disappears and the sign-in check below runs. macOS remembers your
choice.

If you choose a di�erent folder, the page says Access not granted. Click the button again and
pick the .codex folder itself. On Windows, and with the Busy Tag version downloaded from the
website, this box never appears.

5.2 Sign-in check

At the top of the page, the plugin checks whether a Codex sign-in exists on this computer:

� Codex sign-in detected: you are ready to go.

� Codex sign-in not found: run codex and sign in with ChatGPT (see Section 3), then
reopen this page.

� Waiting for folder access: grant access �rst (see above).

5.3 Settings

Setting Default Description

Refresh interval Every 5 minutes How often the plugin fetches your usage. Choices: every 1,
3, 5, 10 or 30 minutes.

LED On On lights the Busy Tag LED green while the plugin is
shown. O� leaves the LED unchanged.

Accent #10A37F The colour of the title, the percentages and the progress
bars while usage is below 60%.

A preview next to the form shows how the screen will look with sample data. Click Save to
apply your changes.

6 Using the Plugin

6.1 Show it on your Busy Tag

In My Integrations, click the Activate button (▶) next to Codex Usage. The plugin starts
right away. It fetches your usage, sends the image to your Busy Tag and then refreshes at the
interval you chose.
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6.2 Interactive panel

Click Open to see the plugin in a panel inside the app. Below the screen preview, a status line
shows what the plugin is doing, for example:

� Reading Codex sign-in. . . / Querying OpenAI. . .

� Updated 14:32:05 · Plus plan, which means the last refresh succeeded.

� An error message in red if something went wrong (see Section 8).

6.3 Playlist

The plugin can rotate with your other integrations. OpenMore Options (. . . ) and use Include
in playlist andDuration to choose whether it is included and how long it stays on screen. Then
click Start Playlist.

7 Reading the Display

7.1 What each part means

Element Meaning

Codex Plus (title) Your ChatGPT plan, as reported by OpenAI.

Session (5h) Usage of the short rolling window. The length in brackets comes from
OpenAI and may di�er by plan.

Week (7d) Usage of the weekly window.

45% How much of that window you have used. A dash (�) means OpenAI
did not report that window.

resets in 3h 20min Time until the window resets and your allowance is restored.

Green bar Below 60% used.

Amber bar 60�89% used. Consider pacing yourself.

Red bar 90% or more used. You are close to the limit.

OpenAI logo only No usage data is available yet, or the last refresh failed. Open the inter-
active panel to see why.

7.2 Screen examples

The screen has one layout. What changes is the title (your plan), the colour of each bar, which
follows how much of that window you have used, and the OpenAI logo shown when there is
nothing to report. The LED setting does not change the screen.
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Codex Plus

Session (5h) 45%

resets in 2h 41min

Week (7d) 28%

resets in 4d 6h

Plenty left

both windows below 60%

Codex Pro

Session (5h) 78%

resets in 1h 12min

Week (7d) 63%

resets in 2d 3h

Getting busy

60�89% used: amber bars

Codex Plus

Session (5h) 97%

resets in 38m

Week (7d) 92%

resets in 22h 5min

Close to the limit

90% or more: red bars

Codex

Session (5h) 20%

resets in 4h 2min

Weekly —

Window not reported

no plan name and no weekly

�gure from OpenAI

No data

not signed in, sign-in expired,

or no connection
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8 Troubleshooting

Message What to do

Codex sign-in not found. Run
codex and sign in with
ChatGPT �rst.

Codex is not installed or has never been signed in for this
user. Follow Section 3.

Busy Tag needs access to
~/.codex.

Mac App Store version only. Open the plugin's con�guration
page and click Grant access (see Section 5.1).

Codex is signed in with an API
key.

Sign out of Codex and sign in again with Sign in with Chat-

GPT.

Codex sign-in has expired. /
Codex sign-in expired or rejected
(HTTP 401/403).

Run codex once in a terminal. Codex renews its own sign-in
when it runs, and the plugin recovers at the next refresh.

No OAuth access token in Codex
auth �le.

The sign-in �le is incomplete. Run codex, sign out and sign
in again with ChatGPT.

OpenAI responded but reported
no rate-limit windows.

Your account currently has no Codex limits to report, for
example because the plan has no Codex access. Check your
plan in ChatGPT.

Codex usage endpoint returned
HTTP 5xx / 429.

A temporary problem on OpenAI's side, or too many re-
quests. The plugin tries again at the next refresh. Choose a
longer refresh interval if this keeps happening.

The screen shows only the
OpenAI logo.

Click Open on the plugin to see the status message, then
use this table.

9 Privacy and Security

� The plugin can read only ~/.codex/auth.json. It cannot access any other �les on
your computer. In the Mac App Store version it can read nothing at all until you grant
access to the .codex folder.

� Your sign-in token is sent to one place only: OpenAI's own usage service (chatgpt.com).
This is the same request the Codex CLI makes itself. The token is never sent to Busy
Tag or to anyone else.

� The plugin only reads the sign-in �le. It never changes it. Codex itself renews the
sign-in.

� Only the usage image is sent to your Busy Tag device. Your token and account details
are never sent to the device.

� To stop the plugin, delete it from My Integrations (. . . → Delete). To sign out of
Codex completely, use Codex's own logout command.

OpenAI, ChatGPT and Codex are trademarks of OpenAI. Busy Tag is not a�liated with or endorsed
by OpenAI.
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